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To tbe Right Worftupfbl 

ROBERT EDEN, Efq; Major ^ 

"^^^ the Right Worih^fol 

Z^J^Sir Robert Strafloe^ Kt, Recer^r; 

And to the Right Wprihipfiil aad WoxQaigfiil 

SrV William Blackeitt, BarS 
Sir Ralph Carr, Kt, . 
Timothy Rpb(c)n_, Efy; 

Nicholas Fm wick, Ef^; 

W^illiani Aut)oney, EJq; 

William Carr^ _EJq; 

jilaitkew White,, Efq; 

TtH6m^ Wait, ~ 

Jofcph AtkinJbn, Efq; 

<}eprgc Whinfiekl^ E^q; , j < . ^ 

• ^cwnandGs^ntj ef. N^wcwtUe upon Tyn«- 
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4-hc Uedicatton. 



lent Difcourfes have been Printed upon 
the fame A(gnment . md Occajion, Bu^ 
tphen Ton irere fleas d to make it Tour 
Kequejl, I thought' Obedience would be 
.better Kefented^ than Excufes j and 1^^ 
therefore ' willim^ rather^, to Tiihlifh my 
Oupn Infirmities, than" to Incur the Im- 
futation of Difrefe^ or Difobedience to 
my Suferionrs, to j^hofe Commands L o3P0 
,an Abfolute Deference and Ke^drd. 



.7 



J wifj/y the Terformance had been mor^e 
Worthy ofiTour Nankf : Btkjiich'as^ ^tif^ 
it is with '.all Hjihnliiy 'Addrefs]d to Tou^ 
M the Only Opportunity I have yet had^ 
of making "thofe Public k Acknowledgments 
thai: are Due for Tour • ftnmlat Favbun 
io' my Self' 'and for '~ Tour Generous Li-- 
herality to the Clergy of this Place ;Je^ 

€oi^p6rdtions Cif ^^J M ^^f KingmnJ 
voktntirily Contribdtirig^ TdK do^ gut 
Tour, Publick Revenue, above Eight 
[undred Pounds per Annum ioipards 

the 




Thfe DcdiCatibli. 
the Maintenance of the Clergy and School f. 
B/</ »?i&4J oHSibt to. he clearer, to us than 
fj&ix, fx, the 'Charipab(ei CmfirnffionsToH 
put nfon our ^.Laho^r's y Tqht early and 
conjiant Attendance, a^rid folenfn Defort^ 
ment at Church • Tour' frecjuent receiving 
Monthly Sacran^ents, and Tour fiber and 
exemplary Cmverfation • n^hich as they 
bejpeak'' 'd'Vjie SehfeSf Religion , fi alfi 
Tour fincere and fieady Affe&ion to the 
prefint Eftablijhment of our Church, And 
hecaufe nothinz is fo much voantinz to 
maWnis Hmmppiojc Church in the Worlds 
as Reformation of Manners^ Tour late 
Orders for the better Ohfirving the Lord s 
Day, and Tour putting the Penal Laws in 
brisk and vigorous Execution atgainfl Pro- 
fanenels and Immorality, gii;e ^ nofmall 
Hope, that as Tou have already put a flop 
to the prefent Grovi>th of Debauchery 
among m, fo alfo, that, hereafter Tou will 
m^e effeSually Supprefs it. If this Ser^ 
mon be any way Inftrumental in promoting 
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fi good a Worl, it will anfwer Tour Dp- 
pgnih commmdingit to beTrinted, and 
mine in Preaching it ; jpbkh^ that it 
may be ftthjervient to fo good an End^ is 
thv hearty Prayer of 

Your moft Obliged 

and Fatthiul Secant, . 
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if not Executed Jfeeiilj^ iherfffm^ ihf 
,He$rt of the Sons of Men is Mi fet 




i\ ,. : '.o .::.;. - ; , To iTTI^ ^Tioi ':if>;j aIom. 



1 * > A ^. 






WbA CanftptMdl^ A{»pli«A fttfb to t&e ill E^ 

dnlgence of Magifirates^iH^/k Mmt^JtmPfr Ani^ 
AHthority. As this is a Senfe of which the 

do I find diem to be To Trandated ^iid'.ItlilVi^ 
'Aiid Mf»tt?4»ttirrigfc6.'N«>fe/iij>p^ 
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lint Terram fcelerum ifelut Dilu'vio obrui. That 
this "thould bea "Cd'veat to Magiftfates, how 
they delay the Execution of Jufticc upon 
Criminals, left a Deltice of PiCfaifenefs and 
Impiety, break in upon them, an^ cpver the 
Face t)f'theyhble^Eifthv Ih thiV^Seitfe WIH I 
E)ifcourfe of the 'Wordfe, ' asr moftrfuitablc to 
our prefent. Occafibn. . \, "^ 

They contain a V^cy jOhf rp an,d" cutting- Re* 
flexion upon fbme fbft,* and^ane, atid carelefs 
Magifirates ; wx. 

Th^t the ' Growth and ft-^dbiriil^nc;^ of 

the 
o- 
tI^, who -am iatvuft^- Mthrl ti«f >ldin»llft^^ 
tion of Jufticc : ThclTnithvof wfiicll t)bf<a> 
A^ation 'Ihall be tnk^^ -^gpea^' iii die;^ Sequel of 

iny-D^r(:<mrre t%4h«^^4»Mii<d^bf^^i^l 

will* ^d^v0iir-tO hs>N<-'^ lvu(,p^v^\ K '^^^' T^::rl . > 

•^ ^f^JI, The ^l^glftrae^'l^^ar^aHd >O%i0Fi^ 

. to l^fh 'Y^ M '^j^fe<^^e^))^Vie^ 
•w^l^ik bcJj.HniiT o) od , ol modi bnft 1 oS 

f , Secondly ^ •' ^llfe ''^l '^'^^n^qawi^ ^t buttttt- 
rally atte?ids'4ileir-Nc|;left '^fifhb iDutyv l5?ke 

kid at theirCJ^r cVsthlJ^'t'^vttte^^^eifi^ 

it 
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« 

ki ..;i\rhk isa:hB.CoriduiS<Sttkhat )the wif^ ^4^^ - . at * 

piinft'ytn^ezS SVmklisn^t ek&mlid^fikdi 

iore the Heart of. the Sonsxjof. Mm is fully fet in 

lhe:m te do Eiv.il. >- ..•*;;/. ; ':£:'.' ^t -Ti 
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Firji, Canfider. we. thet Magiflrates - Fanner. • 
ao4^jC^%^i^/r;fia BftnHE Yiceaf'.'God has in- ^" ' 
veiled, ^uid . intmfted. yecia :^th'/tlm.lhwe'r Atkd 
iAcitthofityy. and al'fb has laid- !an Indijpefifdhh 
Obligation upon ybu,' to Correct and Piinidl 
Pdinquenti ; ..And here my; Ekfign is .not \o 
smch todire£}:yoja thst ai'el&<fegU[batas in:youf 
DQty,,a§ it is to Vindicafe yditr'Afts-.bf'Ju- 
ftice, in bringing Crimtoals to condign Punilh'^ 
meniv J&r^ RipKfeiiliiygdto ibBfe th;rt are-iin- 

^^/b»>rfcJlat lies; upon jybii iof ExecjliJ»; tbia 
Ppvirer, and to Difchai^ this Truft that is 
repofed in you by God, the King, aiid^ your 
Pounery.-. -; -f I .: ■. X [■■'.- .. .\ ;■ ■■• ,.' •. , ' ■.'.' 
. - The PwniiHiBg of Griauittalsc.is what is very 
difagreeabfe to all good .Tempers, . and for that 
very Reafon is .it moft of all Ungrateful to our 
^p^ifh. NatjQtt, wKiich perhaps is themoft Meii 
cifw and- Gp^ipaffi^iBlte ij> tie-Wprldj ffx be* 
.' . . B ' ini 
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itfents. That no Luoage aS WC Are SOf thC UlC OC. /OXt ^ flMmki 
in the World has any nngle • ^ •^ t i '' 

Won! to orprtft whaTwe DUt it Dtty DC WC OVCrvaluC OUr 

«nderrfa«dbx<;««'^-'«r- felvcs too much upon this Chaa^ 

der, what we reckon our Coimneiiclation may 

he a Faidt, and our good Nature nay be Ccn- 

furcd by fome as Softnefs and F6U]f t And) 

^ „ . . , . indeed, that is but a Foolifh f Fity 

f SaMms feventai vhi' .... . j i j /• r "^ « 

ri» manem fftdm CkmemU. Which IS mOUlged lo lai aS tO lUr 

Gcer.Ep.,.adBru«Mn., validate thc (alutaiy Exocution of 
Penal L^ws, which are ahfaiuniy mceffary to 
the fupport of Religion and Government, and 
the Prefervation of good Manners. For what 
Government can tiiere be without Laws } And 
what avail the befi Laws, without SanSions 
to enforce them } And vvhax fignifie Sandions 
without due Execution ? 

This is a Troth So plain and feif-^vident, 
that my Text (iippofes it, and cakes it for 
granted j and which fupeicedes any laborious 

Proof, were there not a bold £<xt 
s. MatAl*^.S!£*io*^5.* of People ( i) SocimoHs and Ana- 
ttt^i.^'sc i^^ptifis) ftarted up among us, 
part |. c. 2. ud-^wotao- ^fao cndcavouT ( what they can ") 

gen. Appendix ad ComiDen- _, %t ^ • 

tar.inMatth.$.3;.ap.Fsitr. to lubvcrt all Government , by 

Diibwning and Impugning this 
Power and Authority of Magiftnitcs, and by 
Crying 4own theii^ whole Office, as Unlawfiil 

and 
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iad Antkhnfimti. Bue bo woiiivt that tlie^ 
Men climiour fo bitterly aeakiftthie ^ight$.^iid 
Jaiirdi^oa <>fMagtft rates,' (ince it has bc!eh 
the Pia&ice, as *as alfo the Interefl:, of all 
wHlrGonftiatte4 Goverflttieiits, feverely to Pro- 
fecute them, as the greateft Difturbers of Pf ace, 
and the very fi^ne and Pefl of S6- 
cieties. But if* Malefadors and ,j^,^^e iSr^fSi 
Criminals at the Bar be aliow'd to ^^"^^ '^ ^'"^'• 
Plead for tbemfelves, ilo doubt but 
they will except againA 'the'= Jurifiii^ioft <if 
tfaeCotut, and the Auidiority of the Judges. 
*Tis no gt»|t wonder that thefe Parties detra^ 
-To -much frami the Authori^ df Infemtir Mdgi" -■ . 
fh^itely fihaj Ofte if them have difown'd die 
Authority of dieirCfeaS LxMxf and Redeemer^ . 
by denying his Diviiaity and Satisfaction ; and 
tktiQthir (atfd ii$ideed^^ol^\ff tls»m) have diC- 
mviied the tt)oft ^9k:t«d Authority of the iciy 
^crxmcntt thbnietMes, which muft be 6Wite4 

♦ . • ' 

by all. good Nfen to be nioft undoubtedly of 
■Divme itnd tn<0 St^ttm In^itntion. How wiHl 
thb ^ery Heathens fife up againi^. thefe MfeA; 
one day^ and oondemn them? 'Twss }^lat0*s . 
Opinion, That neither God nor Man would ' 
ifiry" k ,wa&.a«y InjdiliGe td Puniih Cnintnak : •. 
And iin^teHf ^vv46 ca^-fay it) -^(A 4he ■HtO' 
Aksi-'^'bc^^ithek Aiit^hors having ever Piead< 
» B - 2 ed • 
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^\t\ a^th^Watio^ agajnflrtbos AutkiAty of 
Mj3gi^^^ : ftit»ifWch: Ic&icaib-any Ch-iftian 
fay it, Whpn Gbd/liasOo ftUly Invefk<l diem 
yvkh this Power and- Authority j . i. Befoire 
the ;L^aw ? ^ a. Under the . Law j .v^.. j Under tlie 

.", . ' . ; - . - - ^ , i . . ,, , . . - 

I. We h^e very iinperfeft Memoirs .iaScii* 

. . pture,. of what Courts of Judicature God ere- 

' .^d, or what . Peuakifis' were Appointed. £ixt 

Puniflii'ng M^€:£ii^s itefare ith^. JFJoad..,'. biii 

iftffmdi^Hy ivfter .1^ F.hod^ . we find God fetr 

lingf 9. itining Magiftracy, ;and intrdfiirig 

ti^. yith a Powet. of InBiSing-.cafntal Punifli- 

llQen. p. 6. inents Vpon Offenders j )| Whofir, jbeddeth Mums 

Bho4y ky Mm fhttU hk Bhod he: (bed, I ihalj 

» TV. w M./ *r<.«r J^^t trouble, you with the. various 

* De Jnr. Nat.- K Gent. /% > i-ii* >t^ 

1. 1, c s. a 1,4. c 1. ja. Trantlations.wflicn the Learn d* Ma 
dcsyncdr.r,x. c. 5, ^^^^. ),a8 ColJUted \ with a ^^t 

dcjfcl of A^cuKic)^ j the moft Natural Sciwe of 
the PlaceTeema to be, That' he that took awaj^ 
the Life of Another was to lofe his Own, and 
tp ,b^ Scnten^j'd. to ttath by the Judge rn'M^ 
. <gif)/at& : 'Anid To I.find ixiih the ^argtms^iTerxdkt 
it. . God feem$ btfvti this to l«l^^e n?fcrv*d this 
:RpyaIty of Life and Death to hiirif^, as ap»- 
ptfi^rsr probj|bIe.;^y .the . Stpry of C4i», iwhcih 
he.ivroujd upt fufFef >ny Man tq kill^ thoo^ 
he .Jrfiy .^eH:4sferv'jd ifj for fishing. . his Bk>' 

: J then 
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^^. Bdf here he f^ms tb fettle iftattd/n^ 
Mn^ffirdcy, ind to Inveft them With a Powei? 
of. Life and Death upon (uch Occafions. And 
although Death (eems to be reftrained here^ 
to the Gafe of Murder, yet I wjU npt dopbt 
jn;the leaft, ' but .that the like Sentence exterid- 
ed'.'alCo to other haioous Ehormities, as feems 
yery plaufible from Thamars being Sentenced GeB.58.24^ 
to ijbe Burnt , fof. pljtying the Harlot j which. 
Smtejrice, if it jver^. decreed by Jv^a^ piFo> 
ceeded not' in !aU probability from any Arbi- 
traty .Power that, Co near a Relation would 
h^ye! affimied to . hin^f If j or if it were pro? 
DQunc'd by any:otk& Maltfiratt, it / 

^■t i jt_ . «c r J * Vid. Calvip, & Grot. 'ia. 

StrgimXtVa. there -was ^ tome peCU-^ Loc. 3< Sdd. uxor. Hebr. 

liar C»ft0^or Law to puhifh. Mul- ^ ^'. "' "' 
tttry, fis well as MUrd^r, with Death. And if 
'Tka^toK . wi^s; a. Pf left's Daughter^ i( as fome' pf 
the HSmi' Dotois . imagine-) this, Kvas the verj^ 
ikm^ PumHuhent that was aftertvards inBi&ed 
hy: the Law o!f Mflfes in the like Cafe. But uv. 21. ?., 
bo^^vec th*t miy tie, / certaia !tis^ t|fat,^ . \ 
'. a. Xlnd^. th^\Mofdif Oeepnqmy ]^eath:\va^^ 
^h^ (Ordinary ' Punifhmeht . that Wks appointed 
'bodi for Murdef and Adultery, befides feveral 
^effl^r. FUnifhment^ that Magifttates wef^e eni- 

po^^^r'd jafl4 QWJg*<l t0ji»fli4ii for kjf^*' Crimes^ 
I'^M nee^left .tp: r^lpon, up aU. the P W Laws . 

. :» 'of 
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of this N^tare^ ^¥hich occur in the Mofaic Dil^ 
. penfatioa ^ Vis enough, that God himicif ^ve 
Deut.2$.i. it inCommiillon to the Judges, to JuJUfiefhe 
Righteous J and to ComUmn ^e Wkh^d^ to Con- 
demn ihem^ both t& greater and hffar fnttiflments^ 
according to the greatnefs of dieir Demerits : 
And hence it is, that we Read of pecuniary 
Mulds and Forfeitures, as Im^ifonmem^ Stock^^ 
Scourging^ &c. as well as of feveral Capital Pw- 
nijh'meHts^ ^s Stoning^ Burnings Behfadittg, land 
SirangUng : Ini^nces of all which might be pro* 
duc'd, were there any need of it ; fet it be 
chough to Reniark, That thefe i^nal Lawfr^ 
were fb highly reasonable, that Artaxtrxety 
tho' a Heathen King, thought ^ to confidft 
izra 7. them to the JW/, when IEauta retntn'd to Jtru* 
»5,3^- f^i^ after the Captivity. Thefe Penal Laws, 
t fay, that Heathen King coi^itn'd^ to them, 
as the Refult of God's Wifdom^ mi E%r^ 
owns this to be the Eflfeft of God*s &>irit itpoa 
fei« Royal Heart , IhdH E%r^^ fays Artdx^xes^ 
after the Wifdom of tky God, ja Magifirates 
and Judges which may judge all the Feefle : And 
whoje^er n^ill net do the Law of thy C^d^ and 
the Law of the Kwg^ let Judgment he executed 
^edit)f fipm him^ whether it he ume Death ^ or 
to Banijhment^ or t^ Con f faction ff Goods ^ or 
tn^i[onmenf ; Arid E%ra^ Anfvver to thi^ Gf ni- 

ciousi 
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cioiis.Concefllon was, Blejfed be the Lord Cod<f 
mr F<itbers^ tpho hath fat fitch a thing as this 
into the ]^gs Heart, 

3. But that which much more concerns Chri- 
ftioMy is, That the like Sovereignty was invcft- 
^. m M agiftrates even under the Diffenfation cf 
the Cofiely which is the moft gentle aiui merct- 
fnl Difpenlation that ever appear d in the World. 
And although this Power was lodg*d in fuch ill 
Hands at firft, as trxerted it to the very great 
Prejudice ofChriftbnity, and inperfi^i^ oppoG- 
tion to the Infiereft and PiDpagation of the 
Gorpe], and (as far as in them by) to its utter 
Ruin and Extirpation j yet 'tis very remark- 
aUc, That neither our BleOed Saviour nor his 
ApofUes make the leaft Exception, no not a-» 
^unk the Arbitrary and Un)uft Exercife of this 
Power and JurifHidion, even of Heathen Ma< 
gifhates ; but wlim l^ey wece IGuf&ring moft 
un)ufily under them, even then do they own 
and aflert their Patper to be of Divine InJUtution 
and Eftablifhment. Thus when our Blefled 
Redeemer was moil unjuiUy brought upon His 
Tryal, and Pilate feem'd to Triumph aini value 
himfelf upon the Pimer he had to Crncijie and 
Releafe him, our Blefled Saviour is fo far from de- 
tra£i^ from this Authority he claim'd, that he 
runs it up to the Divine Original, and tells him, 

He 



John 19. ijg coutd hofve tio fmh Ponder (oFLifc-andDeatb 
'°' " • as he bo^illeid of) e^cfpt i^ we figM'^ Sim front, 
ab(n>e. The word in the Original is ri^ViW whicb 
cannot be interpreted of hare Di'viae F^rmijiof/^ 
but oiExfrefs Commiffion. Arid fo alfo ^tfdnly 
when he Appeals unto Cefars. Jmdginient Seat,* 
Aftsajao. he owns it as a Court whofs he ou^tno be Judg- 
ed. Nay, both St. Peter &nd St. Paul make 
this Power of Heathen Emperors, not only 
God's own Eftablilhment, but they lay it as tM 
very Foundation and Corner-ftorte ol Chrifbian 
, Pet, 2. Subje£i:ion and Obedience. Sulmt^ ftfys St. 
13,14- Peter\ for the Lord's fah^ whether ttntotbe King 
as Supreme^ or unto jubordinate Go<umumf's ' <ifc<tf 
are feat, hy him, L^s. that are fent by C6d,.ahd- 
then follows the Commifilon they are fent 
upon, They aire fent hy him, (ays heyfar the. 
Piinijhment of evilDoers , asxpcUasffor^tijePudife- 
oftkeJRthat do well. To the like purpofe St. 
Paul in that Itnawnf place of tlie i-^th Chapter 
to the Romans, where he calls the Higher Powers 
Horn. 13. God's Minifters no lefs tTian three times in two 
A, 6. Verfesi and when he caUs them fo, 'tis with 
reference to that Porp^ they were intmfled with 
of punifhing Offenders, and executing Wrath 
upon thofe that do Evil. *Tis obferyable, That 
tho' the Empcrours' thefe Apoflles lived under 
were (bme of the vcj^ Worft of Heathens, tho* 

they 
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they niird the onie Apoftle to die Crofs, and 

■ftnickioffdiB Head trf the other,, yet tja,e£e v€iy 

' Apofliss tellugy " tihat ,Q6d made dieip His Mini- 

fiers in tfaf Execution of Juftice, and «htitifted 

them wi3riiie Sovereign Power of the Sword. 

(Now, i(Gody mderthd Ga|(pe4 put a Sword into 

thct Hands of ij^?«ri^2£;0^«f4bir^ 'who tnaae (b 

flH ixSzolkj as to_op|blc tite i^duEh'mg )3nd £^a- 

hH{hment of Chriftiariity, and to penecute and 

kill t|3De Apoftles and Prknicive . C^riilians, we 

cant think daat'Wdx^nMtb wridft it iout ef 

the Hands of Chrifiiemr.Pritices:, Whenuheifc is 

the iahie neceffity and occafion of' Corre^ng 

.Stnj and when they may manage it more for the 

-iioiipuiiand Gloryiof God, and the Promotion 

,of 'Piety. ■ No, i£ die Heathens . abuie of their 

Power did not vacate their Commifflon, how 

much more fhoiild the prudent and fober, the 

rregtilar and^ impartial AiWMfbation of this 

Power confirm andei^abli&LChrUtisnMfigi^nirates 

ifi the uTe and cxercife of their Authbrity > I am 

fare, (b it has been underfkood in all Chriflian 

States, everyone ofthem claiming the like Power 

c^ptmiHiHi^' Ojpfenders, .as .Im been ejtcrcifed 

i>y former" Kin^a . ' / ?:': ; 

' There's little qoeftidn then to be made, but 

i^aC J aU : : Snprffiaut) and SuJx>rdinate Magiftcates 

iia^d a I^^wer vtocc^roe .ailid piidiih Criminals >. 

Vi'Ati C 'Tis 
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'Tis well if thoffc that are in. AuHioritjr would 
ceD^der^jtfaait thisBowieTiaf tb^ ishoit'fo mnch 
a. frHfiiegf. ^md: J^jf^t^^^ Hdiiqk;dit2y niiay pie 
at Pleaiute,' as. 'tis a Thay.inciaabetdvi:^at\xaxiy 
which they arc oidigd to wader the fevareft Pe- 
mlties. ^jsaTrit^ which theyirnddbligUto 
JBxecute aiki E>iichatge :k .<hey . will )anf!W^' it sit 
the Supreme . TribAnai cf ttl^ ^ceat Joidg&of &Q- 
the Worldj whci will call them tb a very fevere 
and particular Accoiiixt for their Ne^A. . Mii^ 

SBpneme 'Magiftrats's- afe God'Ji Min^ttv^ and 
'tis expend, that fuch ihould he Faithfiil to 
their Mafter, that they fliouldAiTcrt, Vindicate, 
•and' Promote his Honour^ in ;e»cbucaging' ¥ei«^ 
mel^ 3^ in difcountemiicing andpuhilhiiig Vice, 
as Great as the Grcateft of dieai-are, they are 
but Miniflers ; and'tho' their Gfeatnefs exempts 
<^m from any Pjii^ment hewy yet they muft 
?Qiae. I)ay gi«e. an.accdant,^^nd a venr .feve^ 
^nei ioo^ hereafter, 'fbr the abuteo^ their Mii- 
cuf^ety, acxxMrding td that of •$(}&i/«9tt; Eeeief.t^.%, 
If thaujfeeft. ihe ^pnffiiH4)fHtt F^it^^Mtd vi^Ufit 
Perverting vf Jud^ent ^amjuffiie, marefel t^ 
at the matter, fays he, for he thiais h^bir tham 
theh/gheftregardttby am^ben^em^erthatikhey 
that will call thein ta an4iccouiit ^K'iti: Oti as 
'mff^ifd/6.q^^B5£./fFmptit^i^pwkyiH.4fkhiL^ 

O and 



y^ur I Wdrhtt^ ' akd fearch. *ut ^y^ur (kkHfdt ; '• -md^ 
becaufe^ being Minijiers of his Kingdom^ ym h'a^e 
not judged arigljt^ t^ l^t the^ LdiVy mr rfialk^d 
afier 't%e Comfel of 69dy^h^»rihl) 
fHaJthe comeHMUyiu: ''-- Bo^ a (harp Judgment^ 
Jhatt be tathem thdt be in ioigh tlacds j for Mercy 
: vpiU foon farddtt the medrtiji^bi^ mighty Men 
, Jhatt be mightily itormef^d^ dnd^a fwe 'tryatJhdU ' 

If Si^eme Po^ei's tWn 6e tlms accdmitable, 

how much more thofe that are Inferionr and Stib~ 

ordindte. They atie aiccoaMtable to God, their 

King aftd their Gbiifitry^r the Difchaf^ <»/#^rfip 

ymfl repk)fed in them i and if they negkfl: to* 

execute it with ahhoneft confciencious lotegri- 

ty, if thej Pervert^ Corrupt or Obftpli£i Jirftit^y 

A^y teome gtiilty, Aot <5inly cSMetrdying their 

'trufi^ ' bat; (whifeh fe yet of ^ore diimal Aggra-' 

vation) they are guiky of the Violation of that 

facredOath which they have taken to difcharge 

it. lih^ t}v^6 hid hk Lord's^r^^^ 

"we^e hiQtt^k'ftt^ietaienty was called to a ftriS: 

account for it, arid fenteAc'd to outer Darknefs, 

as a rpickgd-, j^thfuiy and unprojitahle Servant y 

■^Krt N^i^e^iH be bj*d enoi^h t& affix to thofe 

that haye' maftedy ^ahtfed^ ot mi^ent tht many 

Taknk the^ have been ifttrufted with ? And 

» C 2 what 
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what Plac^ HI /the Infernal Lakeeaii be found 
hot enough to rewtve fuch unjuft . and unfaith*» 
ful Servants ? 

'Twas Qod's exprefs Charge and Dire5:ion to . 

2 Sam. Dd^vidy That he th^t Rnks <yver Mennrnk ^jufi^ 
ruling in the Fear of God .-.Which Divine Ad- 
monition holy David feems to have had con- 
ftantly in his Eye, and to have made his Rule 
and Model; of Government i inlbmuch, that 
you "have this glorious Chara£l:er tranfmitted. 
of him, that while he Reign'd over Ijrael^ He 

2 Sam. executed Judgment and Jfiflice nnio aU his People. 

' * *' Andindeed, . yoii have him laying a good Foun- 
dation for this" Chara&f, as fponi as ever he 
came to the Throne, or (as fome think) when 
he had but a profpe^l: of it. Soearly do you 

*pfai. 101. §ijd. him refolving, * to gDvern fifft himfelf^, 
and then his Court, and then his whole iCingf; 
dwn, with fiich care md caution that good JVfen 
might {ecure themfelves of his Favour, ; and the 
wicked he afraid of feeling the Severity of his 
DiipleaTure. Z npill behave my felf, n^fely. in a 
peifeB way j 1 will walk^ within/Hy.'H^Hfe with. 4 
perfeB Heart j I will not kjnow a wicked Perfon. 
He that walk^ in a perfeB way Jhall ferveme 5. 
he that n>9rks D^eeit JhaU not dpgll in my Houfe,- 
And, as jthe Conclufion of alii fays he, J »>///: 
defiroy all the ffiek^ ofthi Land^ that I may 

cut 



<^ 



( 15) 

cm dff M wich^ Djikts from the City of the Lord. 
Ancf if the S&venty fifth Ffalm were Compofed 
by the fame Pious King, you have him ?/;ere re- 
newing, the like pious Refolution, and .rfiat jat 
a time when there was the greateft Occafk>n ahd . 
Neceffity for ihterpofing his Royal Authority, 
when the Earth (i. e. the Kingdom of Jnda) 
and its ItJoabitants threatned its Ruine by an 
univetfai Diffokition of Mannecs, whenvptck^- 
Men lift, up their Horn on highy and jpak^. with a 
ftiff heck^y i. e. when they bad open defiance . 
to all Divine and Humane Laws, then^-e^uen 
then did the Holy Pfalmifi interpofe.wtth.hc- 
roick Courage and Magnanimity, every way. 
becoming a King iii fuch a defperate Juri^lure^ 
t/^en did he refolve to cut off" all the Horns (^i. e. 
all the Power) of the Wie^d and Prophane, and.- 
tbit all the Horns of the RJgbteous Jhoitld be exalted. 
But whether Pif/rirf were the Author of that 
Ffalm or no, 'tis not to be doubted but that" , 

the J 2 Pfaira was of his own Compofihg, the 
Title of which is a. Pfalm for SoU^on-, and waij" 
made by Dat^id (ass 'tis fuppofed) * when fiiung.K 
Nathan the Prophet, and Ztfdf<?^the Prieft (by. 
Da'vid's own Command, and while he was yet 
living) X:ook Sol/mton znd fet hiin upot^ his, 
Throne ; In which Ffahf he prays, That God} 
would give his Son Solomon hii Judgments and 

hk 



his BJgbteonfnefe^ that fr he mtghtjiui^hiTfeaT 
pie with Kigbte&Mfnefs^ and the Foot ■anih*^udg^ 
ment \ that he might k^ep the ftmple FoU^ by their 
Right ^' defend the Children of the Poor, andpU' 
niftf the Wrong-^er, But dberc arc two Exam-i ■ 
pics mofe behind^ wHich very wfcll deferve yotu'' 
Confideration, and whiich indeed, in ftri&ncfe, : 
fhould have Been mention'd before, if we. had. 
regarded the Age they^lived in. The tmesis/ 

Job 1. 3. Job^ theorther isMofes.. Jab is called the Gnat-* ~ 
eft: J i. e. one of the greateft Men in all the Eaft 5 
in all probability- fie was a King ^ and iihis De^^ 
. mimc^T were i^ot fo. large^ yet his Power .might, 
be m ' great ^w^ -abfohite, as any Monarchs at this- 
day. 'Tis evident he; was a Man in great Power 
and Authority, by what we read Chaf. ip. 7, 
d^if.: :6ut he was not contented with the baref' 
OiWntation and Pageantry of Greatiwfs, bathe 
fhew'd hisGreatnefs in Afts of Goodnefs, in die 
ihighef^ Inftances of Jnftice and Mercy j I deli- 
<uendy fays he, ver. 12, &c. the Pew that cryed 
fpbm Opprejpon^ &C. Ipft on Ki^oieotifmfs and it ' 

.;.^. / .clothed me^ my Jfod^ent was as a Robe and'd' 
Diadem. Rjf which it appears, he took not fb 
gr«it Pride in the Ornaments of State which he 
wote/xtas tn^he impartial Execution <<e>f JtiftiGe 
lipbh Offenders,; andinbreak^ngthe Jaws of the 

Num. 12.3. W^ick$d. lAofes had tiie Chara&r of -being the 

meekeft 
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-ftieekeft Man upon tlie. fac^ of* the Earth 5 and 
yet^ hotwkhftftndmg hM-trtipafaI!erd Meekflef^^ 

-Vift ttsid ^ Mshcxcitmg Vfcry fcVefe A^s of J«- 
ilice, whenhe'faw God's Honmir Proftituted, 

'andhisfacred Laws violated and trampled on J 

rWitncfs^theldolaWy of the Golden Calf, arid * EMd,9<i. 

artiple^ Phave mentioned We ver^welj worthy 
your Imitation y none need to be a^am'd to be 
taught their Dut^ by fiich Perfons whjolKid^ 
•eftaWiflvd a Reputation 4)etfr for Greaitnefe and 
<ikk>dnefs. But 'ris hj^ time to advance to ) 
my 

, ^cond General : To confider the difmal 41i 
Confequence that naturally , attendjs theCatieleiP- 
iailll, Negligence and llemifnefs of Magiftrsttes. 
The growth of Sin and Wickcdnefs is thereby 
prc«ioted and encoucag'd, the guilt of all which 
i» kid at their' Door whoi^ Negieft t>cca(ibn'd 
it ; ' f^ thwi the? wifeMan teHs m in my Tesctf; 
^ecakft psfftmt^j ^. HI T!Cfen are cniboldrtM 
and encburag'd by this Rnpiinity, and as long • 
as they iBteeft Wttfi- {a) No Comradi- . ^l^^. scpt. 
fi^M»v tt^f W Oppoftthn,' no Chefck ^ W ffa^.ff^u Jit 

i' / N ,^ ft^'^ y^t A't^ • ./'''<'• Arab. • 

nor '^Gbnth)}! troin Men or Power 

* . • • • ■ . - ^ 

and Authority, they go on to do ill 
With- (jc) a-ff^/fifx Wctff^ 5 nay, "tis « 'A,i^«-,.ff#. sym, 
^ *^-^«by}^fwiff^^*i^led,-and com MiMt^ti^^n^^ 

firm'd 



VlfC' 




• » 



( i8 ) 

firm'd in their Wickednefs. They grow da- 
ring and QJbftinat^i and at laft obdufaHEeift their 
jSins. : This is a melancholy Tntth tiiat hap ob- 
tained too much Credit in all Ages. 
» Plutarch. * Cdfo th,e Elder was wont to fay, That he 
*^°Sk^ wou d rathtr be unthankful for a good 06^4", 
than not puniCh a bad onp j which as 'tis aii A^r 
gumeiif of thq ill Opinion he had of Ingrati- 
tude, fo alfo of the Neceffity there was ofVin- 
.difiive Juftice. Nay, he thought foft ^ndeafie 
Magiftrates intolerable in a Government, ' aijd 
not only fo, but that even their fufFering Death 
was a fmall Compenfation for the Damage and 
Injury the Publick fuAain d through their Neg- 
ligence and Remifnefs. 

Such a violent Propenfity to fin there is in all 
of us, that all Nations have thought it ahfolute- 
ly neceffary to reftrain it by the fevereft Punifli- 
inents : To this purpofe is that Qbfcrvation of 
a Heathen Philofopher, That tho' feveral Na- 
tions have differ d in the feveral Puniihrnents they 
appointed for the Violation of Religion and 
good Laws, yet they were all agreed in alHxing 
fome Tiinifliment or other upon fuch Violation. 
But the fevereft Penal Laws are but a dead 
Letter without Execution, and figniEe no more 
, than if they had never been made at all : To 
hav^ fuch Laws made: and.not executed, is an 
.';:.': Argument 



( 19) " 

Argument of Weiakne^, either in the Gowrn^ 
Mertt ocGavcrnours, that ribey eanntt m dire mt 
Puniih j and ill Meotal&e occ^ontheno^ <o fbleng^ 
tl^n theirifelves in their Wickednei^, v^hen Laws 
or MagiAcates want Pcwer or Cmm^ tp tcSinia 
fhemi And do. wondeK indeed, ? ibr ij?eyen:tfae 
^igaraus.E^ceeitudn of Law5 is littlie cnw^h^and too 
little efeBnally to prevmty <9t^n>h^y ^totfnpprfff 
and obftruft the growth of Impiety ^ .what Pro^ 
grefemuftitofhccefiitymakel ifaitiR/fim^mi 
Of^ofstian be .removed outjof thejuray ? Wten 
ii)e Hood Gates are. oDQie brokeft do^o^":*Ct*;a 
Miracle if an Inundation do^es not follow. I^vi4 
was of invixicibleCaucage,. and was tciply-AX^ 
you have heard) todo\$hatinhimlay,ftQ:^t^:iM) 
early ftop to the growth, of Debauchery .and f!t0-. 
^nenefs in his Reign ; and for lear that his qwh 
perfonal Endeavoiics might p^cove inefiei^uaJ, ^ 
calls in all good Men tcJ.aSlft him ia/o Pious a 
Winrk-i Wha ti'SH-rifeitp fir 'm tfgamfi Jhf ^^^^94-^^ 

Doers ? or who willfland up fir me aga^nft. the warh*^ 
irsdflm^ity? And yet after all, ifetwithftanding 
thecDe%iwas Ibr ^Bious in it felf, and W4s.ii!<^ 
yigorou%.^(iffid«|]ed^ yet the ; Succefe anf\ye**d 
not ? fexpefiatioR^ , as we may ptobably conje^re 
^ovOith^ J* faiiMifi*s own.Gomplaint of an uniyerf4 
Degenemc^aiii'Ckjrmption ofMj^imers^tfeatf^ii^ 
prevailed I ! »s,! Tliat \the, Faithfid^ i^e ;tf^ifk^?aL w. r. 

^9m iom^-tbe^'ChiUrffi. of Mett^y Xk^ ^y Tf^er^ wa. «4- 
, D Cor- 
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fai. lip. f^uch, fK^ SH/Oort (fWuPet'tftoitAeitiH his E^^yto 
^^' eonfxier that all the ieverity he had liTed, coi^ 
not totally fupprefs that depravation of KlHiners 
thatiwas becotiq sntverfal m kit Djip; /.But if (o 
Epidemical aIMfe;ii& wa$<iotoo he pfitfi^fytHtid 
%\\ on ai fudd^n, yerhowcivcr, Time snd ^ Ctvcrc 
Gtjurfe of i*hyfick, might <»ety -mudy 4firrt6l it, 
\>iwi^y If <v«n the {evereft Exeontioci ^f Law$ ha$ 
11^ had th^j^tSuccefs, al totally to-pi-evebt and fvip 
^itft the^Fdwdi d^f Pro^menei^l kavt k €o yovk to 
C|d€^ what a difinal 0>iife^iil£tice muft inevitably 
li§)low>a tbt^l'fnfWnnon attd ^kxation of 4thoie 
«l«rt^©liiv'Lii<«iv ' • ^f MenihiMri^ airefiUiyfftU 
th^ W-(Hl' £<z'i/)' iktMfe Sefitmp6. 'Mga^ 4ti etnl 
fTfffk^ is mt execmwl'-ffitedify^ what would they 

d<l, v^hat wouldr '^y '■ XMt/^< If k Mme not 
tfxfe^tid 'ac al4 ? :If th* veH 53^^ ^ bf jullke 
Weald encourage SiA) Hovr mudi took wdnld^A 
Htal OhfkmBim of it ? 

'•r- We ffialt be better able to fodge of the ill Ef^ 
fe^s c^thn; by prodiidftigattJnilanee o^ two of 
What Diforde^ have bdett Q^ca&>nUI hiy ilod^mat 
Remifnefs and Indolgif nee oi^oimikt&tR, ■ > Gt*" 
^ryl^^^Mm^n was ppcvail'd- upon to oneeiftede 
with tfee ^oalar Pbwet ibt feAeEd^twif to be 
•' fli^Wd t<»"^ AfoUinarkms V -SButc^beh-he law 
• ' hdw ill it fucceeded; and what 111 wu^tbs^ made 
-..') < of 



not fr go^ ufe of your Indulgcmt^ at t\)i h§ r^cla^nd^* 
Bat.no Iisnaiices like tholiethajtiaqe^it^fd^qii^li^if 
tk^ Word of God. tf yottlook >iofa,fb2 .|ffi?4,"<5!5^ 
Judges^ Chap. \^,y: yo\x\\ find t|»e .People j|£ 
Lad^ dtpeiUff^ quiet ami' ftmrg^: Ic bad beeii iigpod 
Chara6br of a People, If it haul b^en $t Iru^ .Q^c^i 
and wdi*gii3tnided Security ,; ball (sts llw tbet^ 
adc^il) 'cwas. a. Carhlefs.'irid Si^tid S^teriii^^ 
tKbieb iicadi prcbabiitty made them tod}iJ|g$;<;]|^-» 
fetve^ in LiDcury and SeofuaiHty. Astdi'tbli^: it 
fonts', was: occafion'd mthet by tl^tr baling bo 
Mdgcftnjikxs'iat all, or by the £b»iieiul RemuneS 
of tbofe they had ^ for {b it follows, ther^ wus 
M Magiftmte m^ the handy th^t. might pif$ ihfmH 
fbame in any thing tJxy did } tnd.jk6yv(>ti4fix tb^Hi 
that they binsune am catfie Pjiey tk> idie<fifil'Ene9^ 
thai Attacked theth. . Ldijh had the Charad)er of 
a fweet and plentifiil Country, it being a Pl«^ 
tvhtre lhe»e wai nd mmPrfany thing thatj^M ttp^ 
the Watthy ver.'io; A:{nty it wasth^ti^b |{Q«)d 
a Plaob Hiould want gck>d Magtftnfte5 I From 
^«^nce 'tis natural to obferve, That though a 
Countiy^bound with every thing deiirable, a^^d 
'Want nothing elfi^ buit a good Magiftiiscy^ :y6t 
they want that which will make' then! : a b«ipp|r 
People, This was what Imjb wanted, ;I^ov 

D 2 was 
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»d^ h0 M»gifirMe among them\ ii e, they4iad et- 
^ernode at all, or as good as none ^ fcMr dieie 
was none f^t took due care to execute his O^ 
^ce \ none that reftrain d them from Sin, or pu-« 
nifli'd them for it, cm: fi>much as fixed any Mark 
of .Diigrace upcm them ^ There was none that fnt. 
theUt to jhame for any thing they did: And this> 
proved in the end the Ruine of that People, and 
fe it will prove of any Perfons whatfoever. Thu9 
there was nothing perhaps that contributed more 
in^ediately to the Wickednefs, and in t^tdt to 
the Ruine, of £/i's two Sons, than the too^ereat 
hidulgeiice of their old companionate Father-} 
whOj being a Judge as well ai a High-Prieft in 
^rael^ ^lould have made it his Bufinefs to diA 
countenance and punifh Vice (everely and im-? 
partially, where-ever hie faw it, but efpecially in 
hrs own Family. But it feems that good Mail 
was of too mild and- eafie a. Temper, and his 
natural Afle&ion ix> his Children, made him 
forget the Duty ijpth of a Parent and a Judge; 
for when their Sins became £b fcandalous and 
-notorious, Jthat the Congtegation publickly re- 
'monArated againfl their. Lewdnefs and £)ebau? 
chery, E/i, inftead of Punifhing his Sons fevere- 
ly fqr their Wickednefs,- inAead of turning them 
oilt of the jPrieft'iOfficCjibr Delecrating and Pro* 
jqning * their Sacred Character, and inftcad of 
calling them^ to a more . fever^ Account for their 

L ^ . Adultery 
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Adultery^ ( ai the Law rejaircd ) he Ex})oftu- • 
htx» with them with tob' much Calmfiefs and- 
Mildnefs j * Hfhy do ye fuch things ? 
ftp I hear of your e<vil Dealings by all s^^\^\'l:^l J^- 
this People, ^ay^ my Sons^ his n»goiod ^r9i^P^ h^ in cap. 5. 
Repoff th)tt I heat, Temak^the hordes 
People to Tranfgrefs. Bat this was fo gentle ai 
Reprimand, that his Sons gave' nd ear to it,, but 
beoomet Sons^fBelUh indeed^ their; <^ ^^ ^^ „ ^^.^ 
Father's Indulgence made themt fa, /W.i.c. fii«>go, Groc. 
i. e. it had made them throw off the- "^ ^'. ■' . ' : 
Yoke, and iin without ail reftaint^ and in this 
<^ftina^ Oourfe of Impiety they continue, until 
God thought fk to deftroV them^ Neither is this 
aB, but pbferve howv ^verely God dealt with. 
Eli and his whole F^unilyibr this negleA. Thefe 
two profligate Sons of his die an untimely Death^ 
Iboth in one day, and ^whieh is greatly to be 
feard)^ they died in their Sin ; .the News of 
wkich iad.Difafter fo confounds £/i, that he fell 
back and died immediately : And well had it 
been, if Ood'siVedigeancehadflopp'd here,,but^ 

If there' ir a di^jadfliF: Corfe eiitailed ' j^ , gj,tn. ^. x t, &c. 
upon his' whole l^ofterity, * Let the . * vm. seM«i. d€ succcii. 

Learned relolveyou how fc//, ('that =• &c. conii. i-Empcrat 

- •• - - '■" — ' ^ - Anncti in Bertram deRcp;- 



or the- stock ot Itbamar^- the Ebr. c.15. & sanftiumin 
younger Son ai-Aatom Family) came- * ^' ^' ""'^^ ^: ^' 
m be ^ti^^Piieft./ Hcwevcr he came by that 
Sacred Office we fcnow: not fo wcll^ as that || God 11 1 sam. 2. 
i threatned '*"^^' 
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tliir^tfi«]4 foil ti^t J&ila^ to?J[ra»}fci/;i^i^$a)}iJ^^ 

Family: $(P'?E/^^i#bV.'Poftcri(iy iagam^ji Imijlitsikfs^ft! 

I Sam. g. folemn Oath, Tfetf^ the Jm^nityef^l^s Bi^fe'jhS' 

'^' '^' not he pitJrgd mkh Sam fee mr.Qfferipg-for egfer\ 

' for the Itti^ti^ whkh ktlqmfi.s-y Hcanfi >h^SQni'\ 

mude them]eH\i.si\h^ .and. he tefititMne^ \ibkm mfi^, 

IDoitbdiersr FteiHac^ Bioo'd would be aptto Fefeat 

it as 2^ vccy great. Hardftitp> if riot Unnaturai^: for ^ 

. \ , Jfather fo CciiHdcnjhlib:crwji OilLdren vi>9tin^B6' 

■'-■'■ . G0dsHottourisfirackatandaffir<«ii»d^l)ii^EHli^x 

to our Heavenly Tatberniuft o^r-ruk tiiC; ftrpogfv 

eft A^i&ioa to otif own . Ghildreiu 

*Chr)rfo^ 1:3. adv. «i- * St/Cfer^fa^oiwobferYeS,. Xh4t>ib*«ffl|^ 

Ell »vjr ^rw/f jMjmn^bt\ m other. M4& 
tens, and ibat^hl GodMd. mtbing. tlfit^Uy ti> ifk 
Charge^ But. this NigJeB of his ChtldreHy and ha. 
"Teuderkefs to them:. Yetthisvtry. thing wdi fo gttati 
aftutty that, it hlenafiMid hm- vhde^ i->if^i atidiMidL 
would^not for^k/e him fat' h. . Bicanfe he. tvf^fed tk 
.ptlnifb them feverelyfor their fht^ 'G^d pukijhd Mm 
feverely for it\ Uhd defhmy'd both hivt^ 4»d thejtr^. 
aad his whole Family, Whidb flhglfr.l|ifiiu\ee. uk 
pregnant Proof, that ii€itv^ithfi^<nogj ^e gi!6i(|! 

Avcrfidh that rfiere is ih o»r Naturalr 

:ifet£'£c;!"eiS/''" Tempers to be fevetr, that the f fii^-J 

lick^ ^hi^tiair MagtftrsEtes Kre in, ihoMt 

over-rale ^Vfrrvdtelnterep^. Kelatimf, $nd nai0tv 

tal Affe^iote\ and make them .ccec^t'C the LawA 

impartially, . even upon- their neareft Relationsy 

....... \ '. ir 
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if they {b<«iM ^fefW it. - Numerous • 

•Reproach to cyur kel%'j6n; if ll Faith ]i^^^S^l^r^ 
vill not make Oiriftians as Zealous, fidesquodextrthitinfideiitat. 
:Iiiipam%I, aftdPifmtefdted i,,^^p,^^^^^f^'^^--- 
miniflration of Juftice, as Infidelity did the'l^a- 
^CHs • i !3uft Yore juftice ihould' begirt>u4efe tha- 
rity doe^, and where Reformation fhould begin, 
andthati^atHtime', whkh if it did, woiild-ffletrcb 
£oint' of the feongeft Ekeeptidhs th« a^e m^ 
ia^iBft>the Adtaiiiifo^tfe*! dT it, and wie mi^ 
Chen hope to iee a happy Keformatipn : Whete^- 
sU if y*^tte ft^ffids tfftfr i/ff^ and Jitdgmettt wr tnnr- 
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led^tiiif^'kiel^M'y tt^^ngOLn^^ but 

<th^ Ltb&i*4n^ afftd I>ebauchefy . nttift- ptttatl^ 
and over-mn the Kingdmfr j for fo Sofojmn- hai 
, told* us in myleset, t&t hecatife fefrtence^ Sec* 
'^^chr^it^ B€^rmd9e' viififiedfh any Age thait 

thatW^ivete.'^- ■-■•-■•>;• ;:''■ ;•■ " -•■■ '■ / 

"^he J^jc^erhm^ftttvt live tinder ^is terfainfy die 
tiM^ happliy Conftituted in the World, as bavirtg 
pf«^4dea ^e X>^ Laws to prevent, ^ rcRrailt and 
pMnflv the gre>wrfi of Impiety •, but hoKi^ faintly 
they hive been-pikt in Exccutioh, appeal's by thc- 
Comp[aiiyt thit has been made by PuWick Au- 
thoFity ; His< Gracious Ma jefty in Jm Frdclantati- 
(y|i,''thi J*t^ C^^i of happy !Mcmory mhei-Let^ 
ter to the Jn ft ices of Middle j ex ^ and thcHoiife of 
- ~ - ' Commons. 



Commons in thir Addreff te. hit Majejiy^ all .una- 
irimoufly declaring^ That the ginwth^ tf Prcfam- 
nefs and InwtoH'aUty has hem in dgre0. Meafwre oc- 
<afiomd by a lof^ coutimed NegleB of too many Mor 
giftrates not putting in Execution thofe good Lamfj 
which werejnade for the fup^reffitigjo^'^imf/hing 
thereof • : ' . • .: 

1 Tim. 5. The Apoitie charges us, Not to be p^tak^s of 
^'t other Hens ftns^ whi,ch implies that we (hall be ac- 
! countable for other Mens Sins as well a^ .ouromn^ 
,if we be aity way the occ^fion of thim. , 'Tis ia 
dreadful Account we muft all of Us giv0 jOiJe day 
JMDir our own Sins j but how terrible will it be to 
anfwer for the Mifcarriages of others^ which (hall 
be laid to our Charge } ^n6. fo will all thofo be 
that were occafion*d by our Negle$, according to 
that kiiown faying, Qui non prohibet peccare CHht 
potefi, jubet j He that |)ermits Sin when he has 
power and opportunity to prevent it, is interpre- 
ted, to allow ity nay, to command it to be done: 
»HomiL8. A^ St. * Chryfc^ome (peaks upon Elts Indulgence 
anAAAp.^^ his Sous J Yk much to be feared, that fuch 
profufe and unreafonable Clemency {hall oneday 
meet with the grcateft Severity, as. having given 
occaiion and encouragement to the moft Profligate 
and Flagitious Enormities j and if Magiflrates neg- 
\tQi to punifli the Sins of others here^ it fliall very 
much aggravate both their own Sin and Punilh- 
ment hereafter^ 

Since 
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. Since Sin then is the.naturj^I and i\eceflary Con- 
fequeiice of lihpumty, and that Impunity will be 
charged home feverely one day, as the EfFeft of 
Magiftrates Negligence and Remifnefs. Give me 
leave in the 
; Laft place, to fliutupall with Si Word or two 

of Exhortation., ' 

I have endeavoured in the former part of my 
Difcourfe to Aflert and Vindicate your Coriimiffi- 
<m and Power j what remains, but that you do 
your felves tliat Right to vindicate your owii Au- 
thority by more cogent Argunients than any I 
have ufed > That is, by duly exerting it to thpfe 
good Ends, and Purpofes for which it was com* 
mittedto your Truft v that you. put tho whole- 
. ibm Laws of this. Kingdom in brisk and vigorous 
Execution, and refcue them from that Contempt 
which long difufe and former mifmanagement have 
brought upon them. For however the Clemency 
of the Government has thought fit to fufpehd for 
the prefent feveral Penal Laws^ which were for- 
merly made againft the publick Exerclfe of feve-^ 
ral Religions, yet there arc other Penal Latps, thofe^ 
I mean, againjiPr^anettefsandDehauchery, which 
remain ftul in fiill force, and require nothing but 
acouragiousMagiftracy to put them in Execution. 
And herein do I find all Parties agreed : For what- 
ever difference there is among us, as to the exccu- 
tion of Penal Lavpf relating to Religion, all good 

E ^ Men 
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Men of every rqlilgJous Perfua(ton are unanimoully 
agreed, as to the expediency and necefilty of their 
Execution againft alMrreligion. and Debauchery . 
fcertainly the Execution of tliem could never be 
more feafgnakUi nor was tvcfntore necejfary thin in 
that loofe and diffoltite Age we live in ^ which 
feems to be 3iftingui{h'd from all preceding Cehera- 
tions by t^s peculiar Charafter, That 'tis the moft 
knowing, and withal the moft prophane and de- 
bauch <1 Age that ever y^t appear d in the Woiid. 
Such open Trofdnation cf the hordes J^ay,^ pifh hi— 
deou^ Oaths and Imprecations^ fnch beafily Prunh^'- 
nefr and Debauchery ^ fnch abominaMe Lerpdnefs: 
aifd^ hdfci'vioHJneJs was never known, 1 am per- - 
iwaded, .in any Chriftian ^e or.Kingdom, as is; 
now publickly profefs'd and pra£Hs*dJ to the great 
Scandal of Religion. The Confideratibn of this 
has animated fome fober Perfons, even of diffe- 
i«i]|t Perfuafibn&^ with a^fnrit of Zeal^ to^Affociate 
thenif elves for the Reformation of Manners ^^ 'Twefe 
well if the Heat^ of all Se&s and Opinions a* 
mongus were thus united, and concentred to ftojp 
the infblent Growth of Impiety and Profanenefe, 
and to oppofe ana withftand the commo.iS'lRnenty 
of our Kf ligion. If the Management of ' thefe 
Societies be as regular and ordejiy as. thein JDfe- 



»Trinted' uj^ the * tdie Account 'th'at has 'lien' given if 
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them ; wMch is very \vell Weithy your ^rious 
and paitreuliar Confideratiop, not only aj giving, 
an Account of the Original Inftitution, ^c, ofj 
thofe Societies, but as ufing the moft co^nt and 
ptefilng Arguments to recommend and inforce the 
Execution of Penal Lttpps aigjunft Immomlity and 
Profaneoefs, as the moft H^d^fp^n&^le P\ity and 
Traft incumbeiit upon Msigifttates. 

*Tis for the Honour pf y<)a iii this place, that 
you have giveaus £oibq& bc^)es of a Reformatien^r: 
moMg Hs,^ hy: Vffiiii^ out Orders for the merf 
fir0 Oi^crttation of the Lord's-D^^y ' &c. Havii^ 
begun fo good a Worker let me befeech you, by 
all that is Sacred and Religious, That you would 
go cm to give it in ftrid Charge to your Suborr 
dirts^e Officers, th^ they vifit all Pubtkh^ Honfes 
on the Lovd's^Day^ not onfy w, hut out of, DivJne 
Service ^ That they prefent all Houfes of fufpiciom . 
and iU Fame-, ThaitymnMtldfafilitatey encourage , 
and promote the PmfeettHidft:^ Drtink^efr and P?- 
iaueheryyofCnrfingamtSiipearingyScc, In a word, 
thjrt you would let Ipoie all the Penal Laws ar 
gainft all manner of Profanenefs and Immorality, 
'whkh there was neycr gfeat^- Qccalion. to be vi- 
goroufly executed thit(\h, the preiient Age. For 
to profligately Yicioas are Men now grown, that 
they have ^fowikdJlnd difcafided Gqnfcienc^, 
die moft facredi ^(^i{fte \^- pbc4iclBi«, >ft4d 
whickitas ke{rirl/^raffh ^M»f)^i^€^o(irl 8^e. \\ ^e 
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nofw^ how many deny, that there is any fucn thing 
at all? Or, if there be, they think it not at all 
concern'd in the Obligation of Humane Lojvs, 
Thofe then that will not be fub)e5:*t)ut of a Prin- 
ciple of Confcicnce, make them ftand in awe of 
your Power but of a Principle of Fear j convince 
them^l That yon bear not the Sncard in *vain^ by 
making them feel the edge and weight of it : Thus 
fhall you {hew your felves Minifters of God, by 
afferting your Mailer's Honour, by revenging his 
Quarrel, and by executing Wrath upon all that 
dare Aflfront him. Gird ymr Sword updn yourThigh, 
and let ymr Right-hand teach you terrible Things : 
het Judgment run dmvn as Waters ^ and Righteouf- 
nefs Of a mighty Stream^ that it may turn that im- 
petuous Tide of Impiety which threatens to over- 
run us. This is the Commidlon, and this the 
»2ut. i6. Charge that is given you j To Judge with jufi 
Judgment y and to follow that which is altogether 
Juft: Or, as it- is in the Margin, 7«/?r<:e, j^^/ce, 
Jhalt thdufrUonf, Let it be executed, Ibeleech 
;you, i. Speedily, i. Impartially -, ^* Couragi' 
fft^y. 

I. Speedily ^ and without delay, when once 
you have fiill Proof and Evidence of the Faftj left 
otherwife your dilatory Demurs occafidn Confi- 
dence, PF^fumption and Obftinacy in the Ofienr 
ders, <'a*»d i3»iffle4r^/ Sp' fully fa inithemito ^ 
EWy' f6$ EiekfsVifi any? thing thfttis goSMtiU-, 
and in the beji Things w(»^. 2. //«- 
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n. ImparttaUy^ upon all Immorality whatfo- 
ever, and upon , all Tranfgreflors indifFerently, 
without diiftin^on or refpeft of Perfons. Let 
the Great as n^ea as the Small y your neareft Rela- 
tions within your own Gate, as well as the Stran- 
ger, feel the Severity of the Law, in cafe they 
deferve it. This is what we are taught to pray 
for, That all that are put in Authority ^ may truly 
and indifferently minijier Jujiice to the pinifbrnent* 
of Wich^dnefs and Vice^ and to the maintenance of 
true Religion and Vertue. Juftice is vifible even 
in ftnall Matters^ in Anije and Ctimminy as well 
as the weightier Matters of the Law ^ and he that: 
foils inrthe one, 'tis greatly to be fear'd will be 
defe&ive in the other. Our Blefled Saviour har 
ving told us, That he that is tmjnji. in that which Luke i6. 
is little^ which be unjuji alfo in much.. This is fo *^' 
far from being Severity, that I am perfuaded it 
may prove great Charity and' Kindnefs to a Gri- 
miiial ^ the Punifliment of fmall Sifis often pre-* 
venting the CommilFion of greater. And if petty • 
Trefpaffes ihould not, how much lefs (hould the 
crying Profanations of the* firft Magnitude, ef- 
cape your Gognifancej although committed by 
"^ Great MeUy or thofe that are neareft Related.* giftStL 

. __ but take to 

hmfelf that Courage whkh hejhould do^ anJ n<m and then ntAke a GtcatMan an Example of 
Jultice, Ae?fl?W find a few fuch Eacanples, will breathe more Life htothe Laws, and Jlrify 
more A^ffc hto the People, than tie Fmffment of a Htmdred Underlings, and Infer'mr 
ferfms^ Bifhcp&Ri/rrjiwpnJo^ s*;. j4/^§^ and tus Sermon on F/^/m ^ 

lOtf. 36. §, 22. / / . 
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DExod, 32.11 Mo/ftrpufiifli'd the Sin of die Golden Calf wry 
feverely, although y^^wif was principally concern- 
ed in it, who was a Great Man^ next to Mafes 
»Num.25.himfeIf, and his elder Brother. * fhimas was 
pfai. io6. ^^^ j^raid to fmite Zhnri and Cosbi when he caaght 

them in the Aft of their Uncleannefs, tho' they 
were both of them Perfons of the higheft Rat^ 
and Quality. And this aft: of Juftice was fo ac- 
ceptable to God, that he highly Rewarded him 
and his Family, by giving him a Co'venant of 
Peace y and an everlajiing Priejihood^ becaufe he was 
zealous for his God. And thus alfo God prefer*d 

iExod.^2. the Tribe of Le'vi to be his own peculiar Portion 

'^f' ^^' and Inheritance, and to attend upon him in his 
Worfliip and Service, beeaufe they fignalizsedi 

j)eut. 33.9. therafelves in the impartial Execution of Juftice 
upon their neareft Relations, in the Idolatry of 
the Golden Calf. 

3. And Laftly, Let Juftice be executed Vigo- 
roufly and Couragioufly. To be a Coward is a 
Scandal for any Man that wears a SwcM:d 5 but 
^is a much greater Refleftion upon him that has it 
carried before. What an indelible Mot had it 
been upon Ne^ei«w/)'s Charafter^ if he had want- 
ed Courage in the Publick Station he was in ? 
See how hainoufly he Refents the very Thoi^hts 

TJch. <5. 4. of any fuch Imputation \ What (fays he) Jbould 
fuch.aManafIflee?No,hec<mld not nave a 
better Caufe to defend, and therefore he was 

refblved 



jefolved to maintain hr with, the hazard of Kis 
Life. A noble and manly Resolution, every way 
becoming Magiftnites, who fliould be abte Mp»j Eifea. isi. 
fiaring Gody i. e. Men of Courage and Magna- ^'* 
Jiimrty,, who fhould rmt be afraid of the Face of^l:^"^' 
any Man, nor hT faint'-heartea when they fit in ^ 
Judgment: They fhould fear none but God, and 
be afiaid to do nothing but that which is ill. 
Sure I am, you have the Wodd on. your fide, 
the Ciiufe of God and Religion, the Caufe of 

Godlincfsr and Vcrtue, which fhould make jr^K<«jrpjrov. 28. ** 
bold as a Lion : And befides, you have alfo all 
dbe powerful A€tftanceiinaginable that H^art can 
wiflij God himfclf having .promifed to be H^i^ ^ 2 chron. . 
yon in JndgMent, and particularly in the coura- 
gious Execution of JulHcc 5 Deal canragioufly, and vcr; 1 1. . : 
the Lord JbaH be t?ith the good. 

. Bfypa thus execute JufHce, you will anfwer " 
one great End ot yctu: Inji^rttftion, which is, to- 
be a * Terror to evil Doers ^ and to be fConferi/a-^^o-^s-Y- 
tors of the Laivs you are intrufted with. You'll a«*«. pia- • 
thereby anfwer the End of the Larv, which was ^ ^ ^* ' 
^nMde for the Lawlefs and Difohedient, for itibe-i »Tim.. 
^Ungodly and for Sinners^ for the 'Unholy and Pro- 
phane : And you'll anfwer the End of * Punifh- *^^ «" 
ment, which is to make bad Men good, and good j«m^ emen- • 
Men better. By thte m^ane yp\i\\ become thepj/tj^ 

csteros me- • 
limes reJdat, out ut fuhlatit malis fecwr'mes c^teri Mivaat, Senec. de Clemenc L i. c.22.,- 
VW. A. GelUum Nott, Attic. !. & c.^ 14., 
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